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Shincheonji Frankfurt, too, has decided to issue a policy declaration
after detailed consultation and information gathering. In this regard, we
previously reported on a comparable declaration by the Church of
Scientology in Germany.

https://frankfurt.shincheonji.de/gemeinde/

Preamble
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The mission of our congregation is spiritual in nature. We testify to the Word of
God and the fulfillment of the biblical promise. We do not strive for worldly
power, we claim no share in state governance, and we pursue no political

goals. What we offer is the interpretation of Scripture; what we seek is the free
choice of the individual. The Bible course offered by our educational institution
is free of charge, because, according to our understanding, the Word of God is

not for sale: “Whoever wants, let them take the free gift of the water of life”
(Revelation 22:17). For the same reason, no one can be forced into faith. A

faith that is not free is, in our conviction, no faith at all.

Our attitude toward human dignity follows directly from our faith. God created
humanity in His image (Genesis 1:27). From this, it follows for us that every
human being possesses the same inherent, inviolable worth—regardless of

origin, nationality, gender, age, disability, social status, worldview, or religious
affiliation. This conviction is not an adaptation to external expectations for us,
but a consequence of what we teach. The invitation we extend is directed to all
people; anyone who does not accept it loses none of their dignity in our eyes.

Our Frankfurt congregation is simultaneously shaped by the life experience of
its founder. Chairman Lee Man-hee was born in Korea in 1931 and

experienced the Korean War as a soldier on the front lines. What he saw there
—that it was young people who were sacrificed, and that this happened for the

sake of power—determines his understanding of responsibility to this day.
From this follows an attitude for our congregation that we have also publicly
advocated for years: that disputes are to be settled through dialogue and not

through violence, that law must set limits on power, and that freedom of
religion is not a privilege of individual communities, but belongs to everyone.
The present declaration applies this stance to the conditions in the Federal

Republic of Germany.

We make this declaration of our own free will. It is not legally required. Nor is it
a response to individual allegations, but an attempt on our part to define a

standard by which we can be measured and by which we want to be measured.



Where assumptions about us exist that contradict our self-understanding, they
are intended to be permanently dispelled by this text. We commit ourselves

only to that which we intend to uphold.

Source

The full text is published as a PDF here:

https://frankfurt.shincheonji.de/assets/Grundsatzbekanntmachung.pdf

Essential Core Declarations
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I am omitting a full quote, as anyone can click the links above and read
for themselves. Nevertheless, I would like to highlight essential core
declarations:

Shincheonji considers itself committed to human dignity because
God created humanity in His image.

As a result, Shincheonji does not discriminate against anyone; in
particular, other worldviews, convictions, religions, as well as race,
age, or disability are non-problematic.

Disputes should be settled through dialogue, not violence.

Shincheonji Frankfurt commits to human rights and the free
democratic basic order of the Federal Republic of Germany.

Freedom of religion and the independence of secular courts are
recognized.

Other religious communities and faith approaches are recognized.

Shincheonji commits to the family as well as family and friendly
relationships outside the Shincheonji community.

Shincheonji wishes for this voluntary declaration not to be seen as
a justification against third-party prejudices, but as a voluntary and
binding formalization of principles that are already taken for
granted.

This declaration binds the Frankfurt congregation, its leadership, its
staff, and its members. It also applies to all institutions, educational
programs, and events supported or led by the congregation, including
the instruction conducted in Frankfurt by the Zion Christian Mission
Center.

Significance of these Core
Declarations



Anyone who has inscribed respect for human and fundamental rights on
their banner cannot be an enemy of the constitution.

Of course, one can now ask: But what if they don’t stick to it? Then we
have a normal religion with normal people, where some make mistakes
and others do not. What is relevant not only for the cult narrative and
“cult” as a combat term, however, is the fact that unconstitutional
endeavors by the organization/church/religion cannot be present in that
case, and therefore “cult” as a destructive community cannot exist per
se (which is why we prefer to speak of socially stigmatized groups
rather than “cults”).

I recommend to other communities facing press campaigns and
“educational awareness” by “experts” criticizing their organization that
they include comparable, individual commitments to the constitution
and the law in their internal constitutions/house rules.

More info on Shincheonji on FOREF.

This Article was first published in german here.

http://www.foref.info/
https://www.foref.info/grundsatzerklaerung-shincheonji-menschenrechte-demokratie/

